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Close Knit Hugs’ Blanket Square Knitting Instructions
“Many squares  blanket a community.”
Mail completed projects to Maggie Tatum-P.O. Box 999- Lewiston, Michigan 49756 Attention: Close Knit Hugs or see our website for Northern Michigan Drop Off points.

MATERIALS:  One skein chunky weight yarn or two skeins of worsted weight yarn, size 10 knitting needles or larger.  I encourage you to use up the yarn stashed in the back of the closet.  If you are like me, I cannot bear to throw it away—so let’s use it!  I have been amazed at how many squares I can knit from a skein of yarn left over from another project.  If you don’t have enough yarn for one-color squares, try some stripes!
INSTRUCTIONS: Using the size 10 needles, cast on 30 stitches.  Knit 30 to 50 rows in order to create a square which will be between 8 and 10 inches.  This is dependent on your tension (yarn tension not emotional tension) while   knitting.  If you use different stitches (cables, lace), the number of rows and stitches will also vary.  Depending on the yarn, the needles and your ability, this is a two-hour project.  These blankets need 8 to 10-inch squares ideally.  But I will gladly accept whatever you send me. Use any yarn that is available.  I have used three strands at once if the yarn was particularly thin, such as a baby or sport weight.  If you are using cotton yarn, remember it is a looser knit.  Don’t shy away from cotton yarns, however, as they are necessary for persons allergic to synthetics and wools.   Advanced knitters can user smaller needles, cast on more stitches and create the same effect as described above using size 10 needles.  For instance, I knitted a square using size 6 needles, casting on 40 stitches and knitting 62 rows. The finished square was ten by ten inches ten.  Or go larger:  use 10.5 needles, cast on 25 stitches and knit 25 rows as demonstrated below in Figure 2:
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Figure 1—Crochet square 20x20 on size “K” hook      Figure 2--Knitted Square 25 stitches x25 rows

The idea is to knit and not be stressed by the project.  As long as the square is 8-10 inches, you’re good to go!  You can also crochet squares if you wish (See Figure 1 above).


If you want, knit in a message using a cross-stitch alphabet or date your project, knit in the numbers or embroider them on the square with yarn after completion.  You are creating something that is both utilitarian and a piece of art, which will be used for many years to come.  This may become someone’s new heirloom.  Thanks for caring!
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