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At Bambi Lake (www.bambilake.org) in Roscommon, MI
Dates: April 8-10, 2011  (5pm Fri. – 1pm Sun.)


ASL Teachers:
Kelly Peckham…Theater: “Show Me What You Mean?” 

Rose Gelushia…. Art: “Signer’s Perspective…My Right? Your Left? Whose is it?”
David Lee… Music: “Singing through Sign”

Staff…. Physical Education: “It’s Your Choice”
William Fitrakis… Geography: “Geography 101”
· Kelly Peckham: EIPA Interpreter 
After attending a Deaf ministry church service over 20 years ago, Kelly began learning sign language. She started with a class at a local library, taught by a Deaf instructor. and the two developed a lasting friendship through which she was introduced to the local Deaf community. Some of these Deaf took her under their wings and taught her more of their language.

 After 3 years, and at their persistence, Kelly decided to get formal training; in 1995 she completed a Deaf Studies Program at Mott Community College. From that date and continuing on to today she has been working for the Midland Public School system in the educational interpreting realm. During the late 1990’s, she spent 4 years of her after school hours working as a co-director in the Drama Club at Jefferson Middle School in Midland, Michigan. Then, In 2008, she finished her Interpreting Degree and Associates Degree at Lansing Community College.

 Currently, she is back at LCC taking the NIC preparatory course in order to take the written portion of the NIC and the written part of the EIPA in May or June of 2011. 

Other extra interpreter centered activities involve co-teaching an “Interpreter Mentoring/Study Program” in Freeland, Michigan with William Fitrakis for local interpreters, students, consultants and anyone who wishes to improve their signing skills and grow professionally.

 Three times annually, the Midland County Educational Services Agency she works for has allowed her to host the EIPA Video Conference Series from Boys Town, Nebraska. Working with the MDE-LIO and Boys Town Diagnostic Center/ EIPA enables her to to assist her fellow educational interpreters in receiving professional development and needed CEUs. Kelly is a member of MIRID and Sub Chapter/MIRID VI. 

On a personal note: Kelly lives in Bay City, Michigan and will be married to David for 39 years this July. They have 2 grown children (their spouses) and 2 grandchildren with a new grandbaby due May 29, 2011. Also, she has a 13 year old Golden Retriever/ mix dog named, Riley. She does have photos on her cell phone to share if you’re interested.
· Rose Gelushia, Michigan QAIII Interpreter: 

Rose completed the Lansing Community College interpreter training program in 1999. While attending LCC, she was hired by the college to act as a tutor for upcoming sign language students. Upon completion of the ITP program, she was tested by the State of Michigan QA system and has held her QA certification ever since.

 As a freelance interpreter, she has worked in a variety of settings: educational, medical and community settings.  Rose is a member of several professional interpreter and deaf organizations,and she is presently Vice-President of MIRID and chairperson of West MIRID concurrently. Rose is also one of the senior mentors of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services’ Mentorship Program in Grand Rapids. Throughout her interpreting career, Rose is very active in mentoring ITP students and new interpreters and has a passion for encouraging their professional growth by sharing her own knowledge and experience.
· David Lee: QA III and EIPA Interpreter  

I started signing to my Grandmother at the age of 3 years; when I was 5, I realized that not everyone knew American Sign Language.  I grew up learning to sim-com to my grandmother and didn't take my first formal class until 1996, when I signed up for a couple of classes through my local community college. There I met someone that urged me to take a look at interpreting as a profession.  As it turned out, I enjoyed the classes at Lansing Community College so much that I decided to start working as an interpreter; currently I carry a QA III.

 I have been working for Jackson Pubilc Schools for 14 years and love working as an educational interpreter with EIPA 3.6 and; being a role model for my students is very important to me.  I've interpreted in a variety of community situations over the years, but I have found that I love interpreting music most of all.  I have a great love for my "Alma Mater" and have performed in the last four of LCC's Star Search events,  dearly loving the people there with whom I have met and made friends with.  That is the reason I decided to present on this subject for the workshop.
· William D. Fitrakis: EIPA TESTED (awaiting results)
Born a hearing child of a deaf mother, William never received formal interpreting training. As a CODA, he was raised signing Exact English and American Sign Language. Growing up he studied Signing Exact English and later enrolled in American Sign Language classes at Delta Community College. 
After serving his country across the seas for the 1460th National Guard, William came home and began a career as an interpreter.
 Two years ago, William set-up and began a co-taught Interpreter “Peer” Professional Development meetings every Monday. The group has been successful in preparing interpreters for the Educational Interpreter Professional Assessment. This dedicated group focuses on different concepts, ideas and features found in American Sign Language and expounds on them. Then, on Tuesday evenings you can find him teaching American Sign Language classes in Midland, Michigan. Recently, William took the Educational Interpreter Professional Assessment, and is still awaiting his scores. This new endeavor has grown and continues to bring in motivated students.
William has also authored two books. Currently one manuscript is in the editing phase and the second is being considered for publication by Gallaudet University. The subject matter presented at this workshop will be taken from the book, Continents, Regions and Countries Sign Language Dictionary © 2010. The second book is The Big Basic Sign Language Instructional Activity Book. He is currently working on a third book for publication consideration called, The Big Basic Sign Language Instructional Activity Book -Two.

On a personal note, William Fitrakis is currently employed by the Saginaw school system as an interpreter.  He is happily married to, Ursula, and they have a son named, Jacob Sweet. Also, living under the same roof with them are two dogs and three cats which makes the Fitrakis house a bit like a “mini zoo”. 
“Back to the Basics of ASL”














